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Official Urges Mercenaries To Leave Angola 


MB1101203995 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
Afrikaans 2000 GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Affairs Director General 
Rusty Evans says South African mercenaries should 
withdraw from Angolan Government forces and allow 
the Lusaka Peace Accord to be fully implemented. He 
said their refusal to do so could create problems. 


Mr. Evans was reacting to an admission by Angolan chief 
of staff General Joao de Matos that about 300 South 
Africans are fighting on the side of Angolan Government 
forces. Gen. de Matos said a slightly smaller number of 
South Africans are also fighting on the side of UNITA 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola]. 


In what is seen as a conciliatory gesture, Gen. de Matos 
traveled to a UNITA base near Huambo in central 
Angola to consult with UNITA’s Gen. Arlindo Pena on 
the implementation of the peace accord. 


Singapore Offered Access to Military Areas 


MB1101150695 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1100 GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] South Africa is reported to have 
offered land-starved Singapore full access to its vast 
military training and testing areas. Visiting South 
African Defense Minister Joe Modise is quoted in the 
[word indistinct] TIMES as saying that the scale of the 
training and testing facilities depends entirely on the 
Singapore Armed Forces. 


Mr. Modise said South Africa was one of only three 
countries, the others being the United States and Israel, 
where the air force, ground forces, armor, helicopters, 
and artillery could hold joint exercises on a very large 
scale. 


Earlier today Mr. Modise arrived in Kuala Lumpur, the 
capital of Malaysia. He is to hold talks that will include 
the sale of military hardware. Malaysia’s defense min- 
ister has said his country is interested in buying helicop- 
ters, weapons, and other military equipment from South 
Africa. Mr. Modise is the first South African defense 
minister to visit Malaysia. 


Lebanese Arms Agent To Testify in Armscor 
Probe 


MB1001121595 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 10 Jan 95 p 3 


[Report by Susan Russell] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lebanese arms agent ’Ali 
Wazan, a key witness in the inquiry into the aborted 
Armscor [Armaments Corporation of South Africa] sale 
of a shipment of AK-47s and G-3 rifles last year, was 
prepared to give evidence in Cyprus on January 27, 
Acting Judge Edwin Cameron was told yesterday. 
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The Cameron commission was told that Wazan had 
indicated he was available to testify on that date, but did 
not wish the media to be present at the hearing. 


A provisional! date of January 25 had been set for the 
commission and counsel representing Armscor and the 
other parties to travel to Cyprus to hear Wazan’s evidence. 


The Cameron commission was appointed to investigate 
all Armscor weapons deals since February 1990 after the 
Wazan/Armscor transaction came to light when the 
vessel carrying the shipment was prevented from off- 
loading its cargo in Yemen last August. Yemen is one of 
the countries to which SA [South Africa] is not allowed 
to sell weapons. Armscor claims that it sold the weapons 
and another consignment to Wazan in September 1993 
in the belief that the arms were being purchased on 
behalf of Lebanon. 


The commission reconvened informally yesterday to set 
provisional dates for hearing further evidence, in SA and 
abroad. 


Referring to Armscor deals other than the Wazan trans- 
actions Cameron said the commission would at some 
stage consult all the parties concerned and indicate 
which of these deals it wished to investigate. 


Cameron said the commission might also ask Armscor 
for a list of its transactions dating from February 1990 
until October last year. Such a list may go a long way in 
helping us to focus the rest of the inquiry. The commis- 
sion will today hear additional evidence relating to the 
shipment of weapons last year. 


First Group of Farmers To Leave for Congo 


MB0601124795 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
5 Jan 95 p 4 


[Report by Ben Pretorius] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The first group of South African 
farmers will visit the Niari Valley in the Congo at the end 
of this month to look at farming and business opportu- 
nities there. 


“If these farmers are prepared to settle in central Africa 
after the visit, the first contingent of farmers will be able 
to go by the middle of the year,” South African Devel- 
opment Corporation [Sadevco] Executive Chairman 
Johan van der Westhuizen said. 


Besides the Congo group, another group of about 20 
farmers will visit Gabon later. 


Van der Westhuizen said they will be established farmers 
in corn, fruit, and sugar cane. 


The farmers going on the visit will be subjected to a 
selection process. 


The areas in the Congo and Gabon are about 300 kms 
from each other. 
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Sadevco already is engaged in putting up guest houses in 
the areas where farmers will be housed during the visit. 


Van der Westhuizen said several South African compa- 
nies and individuals have, on their own, already inves- 
tigated export opportunities in these countries. 


The project’s objective is to communicate expertise to 
counties and help countries with food production, while 
at the same time South African farmers will be making a 
living. 


E. Cape Premier Acting SACP Chairman 


MB1101192295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1911 
GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 11 SAPA— 
Eastern Cape Premier Raymond Mhiaba on Wednesday 
said he would be acting as SA [South Africa] Communist 
Party [SACP] national chairman until April, SABC 
Radio News reports. The appointment of a national 
chairman to succeed SACP leader Joe Slovo, who passed 
away last week, would be decided at a special sitting of 
the party in Johannesburg on Friday, Mr Mhlaba said. 
He said the SACP would continue where Mr Slovo left 
off, and rejected claims the party would disappear into 
the political wilderness. 


E. Transvaal Premier Meets Freedom Front 
Leader 


MB0701171995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1254 
GMT 07 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nelspruit Jan 7 SAPA— 
Eastern Transvaal Premier Mathews Phosa met 
Freedom Front leader Gen Constand Viljoen on Sat- 
urday [7 January] to discuss “co-operation and joint 
ventures” in the province, a spokesman for Mr Phosa 
said. The two leaders and their delegations met at a 
private home at Nelspruit, spokesman Oupa Pilane said. 


“Both delegations expressed absolute commitment to 
seek a way of reconciliation and the development of the 
province and South Africa. This will contribute to the 
wholeness of society and will also serve the purpose of a 
better life for all South Africans. It was agreed that 
structures for future contact and negotiations will be 
established,” a statement issued by Mr Phosa after the 
meeting said. 


Farm school closures, which the provincial government 
is Opposing, and local government elections in October 
were among the items on the agenda, Mr Pilane said. 


Reportedly No Indemnity for Ex-Minister Vlok 


MB1001141695 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
10 Jan 95 p 2 


[Report by Joe Mdhlela] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Former minister of law and 
order Mr Adriaan Vlok will noi be indemnified from 
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prosecution for his alleged involvement in the Khotso 
House bombing of seven years ago. 


Spokesperson for the Ministry of Justice, Ms Sue de 
Villiers, said Minister Dullah Omar had no intention of 
considering Vlok for indemnity. However, this did not 
stop Vlok trom lodging an application for consideration. 


There was also no provision for automatic indemnity in 
terms of the law, “so that Mr Vlok will have to file an 
application for indemnity in the normal way”. 


De Villiers said Omar’s attitude towards the Vlok issue 
was that when there was prima facie evidence of an 
offence, charges should be preferred. On whether Viok 
had applied for indemnity, she said no such application 
had been received by the minister’s office. 


The latest development contradicts a report attributed to 
the Commissioner of Police, General Johan van der 
Merwe. He was quoted as having said that Vlok’s charges 
would be withdrawn “because they were political in 
nature”. But now that the Ministry of Justice has a 
different attitude, this effectively puts paid to Vlok’s 
hopes of enjoying indemnity. 


Newspaper reports also quoted Van der Merwe as saying 
the offences Vlok allegedly committed dated from before 
October 8 1990—the cut-off date for all cases to be 
considered for amnesty. 


Vlok, who was minister of law and order at the time, is 
said to have congratulated police who were involved in 
“third force” activities for ‘a job well done” for the 
bombing of Khotso House, which housed the South 
Afri :an Council of Churches and several anti-apartheid 


groups. 


Lawyers for Human Rights has confirmed it had in its 
possession affidavits by senior police officers which 
contained testimony that ‘‘a cabinet minister had con- 
gratulated police for a job well done”’. 


Armscor Employees To Seek Indemnity 


MB1101133795 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
1] Jan 95 p 3 


[Report by Helen Grange] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Armscor [Armaments Corpora- 
tion of South Africa] has requested the Cameron Com- 
mission to apply for indemnity for some of its employees 
before they agree to give evidence concerning the arms 
acquisition agency’s aborted sale of weapons through 
Lebanese middleman ’Ali Wazan last year. 


Armscor counsel Stefan van Nieuwenhuizen, addressing 
the commission on the first day of hearings following the 
seasonal recess, said yesterday that the witnesses con- 
cerned included employees of Armscor front company 
Macro Freight (previously called Star Freight). 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-008 
12 January 1995 


Macro Freight, it has been established, was the company 
which oversaw the transportation of the weapons con- 
signment to Port Elizabeth port and compiled the bill of 
lading for its shipment. 


The commission was appointed to investigate all Arm- 
scor weapons deals since February 1990 after the Wazan- 
Armscor transaction was exposed when the vessel car- 
rying the shipment was prevented from offloading its 
cargo in Yemen in August. 


South Africa is prohibited from selling weapons to 
Yemen. 


Armscor has claimed it was duped by Wazan into 
believing the weapons consignment—one of two 
weapons consignments sold to him—was destined for 
Beirut in Lebanon. 


Van Nieuwenhuizen told the commission yesterday that 
the bill of lading issued by Macro Freight was a “‘forgery” 
because it reflected incorrect information about the port 
of loading. 


“It is clear from the evidence that this was a pattern,” he 
said. 


Last year, commissioner Laurie Nathan queried why one 
of the bills of lading under investigation identified 
Singapore and not Port Elizabeth as the loading port for 
a consignment of weapons. 


Nathan asked whether concealing the port of origin was 
not a method of evading the arms embargo against South 
Africa. 


Van Nieuwenhuizen asked the commission to try to 
procure indemnity for the Macro employees involved in 
the compilation of the bills of lading, rather than them 
resorting to legal privilege entitling them to refuse to 
answer questions which might incriminate them. 


Commission chairman Edwin Cameron replied that the 
issue of indemnity was still being discussed. Indemnity is 
also being sought by the ship's charterer, Michael Steen- 
berg, of Dan-Am Shipping. He has agreed to fly out from 
the U.S. to testify before the commission on condition of 
indemnity. 


The “forged” bill of lading was signed by Steenberg. 
Meanwhile, Wazan has informed the commission that he 
is prepared to give evidence in Cyprus on January 27, on 
condition his testimony is heard in camera. 


New Department To Increase Control of SANDF 


MB0801182095 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in 
English 08 Jan 95 p 5 


[Report by Peter de Ionno] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Plans for civilian control of the 
SANDF [South African National Defense Force] are on 
track with a new department under Defence Secretary 
Lieutenant General Pierre Steyn ready to start within a 
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month. General Steyn, who took early retirement from 
the SADF [South African Defense Force] in October 
1793, will be the most senior civilian adviser to Defence 
Minister Joe Modise. His department will oversee the 
military budget and be responsible for personnel, logis- 
tics and the administration of defence policy, leaving the 
generals in charge of operations and intelligence. 


General Steyn said this week his department, initially 
employing up to 300, would swell to about 650 posts 
within three years. With an initial budget of some 
Ri2-million [rands], salaries would average about 
R40,000 a year. ““We have been flooded by applications 
from senior and accomplished administrators, many of 
whom have been trained overseas,” General Steyn said. 
“W. have a unique opportunity for affirmative action to 
create a truly representative department. We are starting 
from scratch, so we don’t have to fire anybody.” 


Many of the posts would be drawn from existing staff in 
the SANDF, although General Steyn said the civilian 
nature of the department would be “jealously pro- 
tected”. 


Documents Show FPJ Received Money 
Improperly 

MB1101135895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1320 
GMT I1 Jan 95 


[Report by Maluleke Elias; Johannesburg SAPA in 
English at 1639 GMT on 12 Jan transmits a service 
message killing this item] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 11 SAPA— 
Equal Opportunity Fund [EOF] documents made avail- 
able to SAPA show Dr Allan Boesak’s Foundation for 
Peace and Justice [FPJ] received funds from the EOF in 
1986 and 1987 in contravention of the EOF’s deed of 
trust and the Income Tax Act. 


The documents also show money intended for disadvan- 
taged black communities was diverte.’ t- close associates 
of certain EOF trustees. A source close to the EOF on 
Wednesday described the trust as “a cash-grabbing exer- 
cise”. Efforts to speak to EOF trustees this week were 
unsuccessful. It is not clear if the EOF still operates, nor 
what has happened to its assets. 


The EOF was established by community leaders and 
politicians in 1986 to raise money for black education. 
The money donated to the FPJ in 1986 and 1987 came 
from the EOF’s education fund which was registered as 
an educational trust solely for the funding of registered 
black educational institutions. 


Minutes of EOF meetings show the trustees were aware 
that the FPJ was a religious and charitable organisation 
not entitled to grants from the education fund. They 
show Dr Boesak and the trustees devised another way to 
channel funds to the FPJ. It was decided at a meeting of 
Dr Boesak and the trustees at the EOF’s Johannesburg 
headquarters on July 24, 1987 to instead channel funds 
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to the FPJ through “a bursary fund” to avoid contra- 
vening tax laws governing disbursements from the edu- 
cation fund. Trustees present were EOF executive 
director prof John Mmotsa Makhene, Surtees fashion 
house director Mr Yusuf Surtee, lawyer Mr Arthur 
Chaskalson and Mrs Sebolelo Mohajane. 


A source, who asked not to be named, said Dr Boesak, 
also an EOF trustee, had played a prominent role in 
raising funds for the trust overseas. Records show the 
FPJ received large donations from the EOF in 1988 and 
1989. Most donations by the EOF went to organisations 
set up after the trust was founded. Some were run by 
close associates of certain trustees. One of those who 
operated several separate trust accounts was prof 
Makhene. His Community Education Trust was set up 
soon after the founding of the EOF. 


A source said the EOF did not monitor the end use of its 
donations. “All the beneficiaries did to get funds was to 
submit a detailed budget for their ventures and the 
money was delivered,” he said. 


EOF documents show funds were donated to private 
creches which charged parents monthly fees. Other ben- 
eficiaries included trusts administered by Dr Nthatho 
Motlana, Mr Mothobi Mutloatse’s Skotaville Publishers 
and EOF Chairman prof Jakes Gerwel. The last- 
mentioned was a bursary scheme at the University of the 
Western Cape. 


Records show large amounts of donor funds were 
invested in shares in various businesses. Local and 
foreign multinationals deposited millions in the EOF’s 
trust account. Coca-Cola, based in Atlanta, United 
States, donated about US$10 million (R36 million 
[rands]). Other donors were Ford Motor Corporation 
and International Business Machines. At one stage in 
1989 the EOF held shares valued at more than R3 
million. 


The EOF decided to invest money raised outside South 
Africa overseas. Whether these investments were made 
or not has yet to be established. 


Dismissed Official Offered Ambassadorship 


MB1101142195 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 11 Jan 95 pp I, 2 


[Report by Mark Ashurst]} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Dismissed Northwest agricul- 
ture minister Rocky Malebane-Metsing would accept an 
ambassadorial posting to Europe if Northwest premier 
Popo supported the diplomatic post proposal, Malebane- 
Metsing said yesterday. 


He said President Nelson Mandela had offered him an 
ambassadorship, probably to the European Union in 
Brussels, after he was fired by Molefe in November. 
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Mandela’s spokesman Joel Netshitenzhe said he was 
“not aware of any concrete proposals”’ to give Malebane- 
Metsing an ambassadorship. “The decision that arose 
from the (ANC national executive committee) was that 
he would be given some executive function.” 


Malebane-Metsing said he was ready to accept Man- 
dela’s offer and planned a tour of ANC subregions in the 
Northwest to persuade his supporters that his departure 
to an Overseas posting was in the best interests of the 
province. 


But the controversy over former ANC Western Cape 
chairman Allan Boesak’s appointment as ambassador to 
the UN in Geneva had made Malebane-Metsing wary of 
accepting the European posting. 


Whether or not the allegations of fraud facing Boesak 
were substantiated, the incident had shown that the 
political opponents of an ambassador-designate could 
use the appointment as the basis of a campaign to 
undermine him, he said. 


“If Popo wants me to go then I will publicly accept the 
offer tomorrow.” 


ANC MP and national executive committee member 
Saki Macozoma, who recently completed an investiga- 
tion into tensions in the Northwest ANC, said he was not 
aware of any ambassadorship offered by Mandela. “If 
the President desires an ambassadorship, that will pre- 
vail,” he said, but he was concerned that government 
should not use ambassadorships to solve politica! prob- 
lems. 


Molefe has refused to grant Melabane-Metsing a post in 
the Northwest cabinet on the grounds that Melabane- 
Metsing had failed to discipline his supporters and 
disband so-called “parallel structures” within the pro- 
vincial party. 


The national executive committee commission had been 
appointed “‘to decide if there had been sufficient move- 
ment from Rocky to normalise the situation I don’t think 
that has happened,” said Macozoma. 


[Johannesburg Radio South Network in English at 1100 
GMT on 11 January says: “The director general of 
foreign affairs, Mr. Rusty Evans, has denied any knowl- 
edge that dismissed North West cabinet minister Mr. 
Rocky Malebane-Metsing has been offered an ambassa- 
dorship. Media reports this morning said that Mr. Male- 
bane-Metsing was considering an ambassadorial post. 
The report said the posting had been offered by Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela and would possibly be at the 
European Union in Brussels.” 


Police Fire Shock Grenades at Protesters 
MB1101150195 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1400 GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ugly scenes broke out in Acton- 
ville on the far East Rand this afternoon when police 
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fired shock grenades at residents protesting against the 
electricity cut. Allette Joubert of our news staff is on the 
line with the latest situation: 


[Joubert] At the moment it is relatively calm, but the 
situation remains tense. Police were deployed outside 
the Actonville Town Council building and a block of 
flats when residents protested against electricity cuts. 
Residents huried stones and empty beer bottles at the 
police, who retaliated with rubber bullets. Euilier a 
police helicopter dropped a number of policemen on the 
roof of a block of flats where the electricity was to be 
switched off. Most people have returned to their homes, 
but a number of them are still gathering outside the 
Town Council offices. 


Education Minister, Model C Schools Square Off 


MB1101161295 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 11 Jan 95 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Michael Moon and Kathryn Strachan] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The Gauteng education 
department warned yesterday that state aid would be cut 
to any Model C schools which had vacancies but refused 
to accept pupils whose parents could not afford the fees. 


Education minister Mary Metcalfe’s personal adviser, 
Robinson Ramaite, said Model C schools had the right 
to set admission criteria and to charge fees determined 
by the governing body. However, government paid the 
teachers’ salaries and had the right to regulate class sizes, 
which had been set at a minimum of 33 pupils and a 
maximum of 40 per teacher. 


Schools with classes of fewer than 33 which refused to 
admit more pupils would need to justify their actions to 
government. If it deemed that they were operating below 
capacity, government could reduce the number of 
teachers it was paying. 


The warning comes just as the school structure is about 
to be overhauled. 


A final Education white paper would be placed before 
the Cabinet next week, Education Ministry spokesman 
Lincoln Mali said yesterday. 


Acceptance of the White Paper would signal the start of 
the work of the review committee which would examine 
the entire school structure and address new ways of 
governing and funding schools. [passage omitted] 


Student Congress Unveils Draft Code of Conduct 


MB1101154995 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 11 Jan 95 p 2 


[Report Bonile Ngqgiyaza] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Congress of SA [South 
Africa] Students (Cosas) yesterday unveiled a draft code 
of conduct proposing penalties for vandalism, failure to 
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do homework, classwork or tests without a reasonable 
excuse, consuming drugs or alcohol at school and bul- 


lying. 


It suggests expulsion only in the case of serious trans- 
gressions. 


However, the code does not condone the suspension of 
pupils if it interferes with academic activities. 


The draft code of conduct is to be circulated among 
pupils in Gauteng. 


Cosas chairman Aciion Motsumi said important points 
in the code were punctuality and the issue of vandalism. 


“No disruption must take place at school,” Motsumi 
said. 


ANC Gauteng deputy secretary-general Obed Bapela 
said some important points in the code could be imple- 
mented immediately. 


Motsumi said a final code would be adopted after an 
education summit meeting in February. 


The code would be enforced by an elected disciplinary 
committee representing teachers, parents and pupils. 


The Azanian Students’ Movement and the Pan African 
Students’ Organisation were present when the code was 
drafted last year, he said. 


Bank Governor Urges Review of Bank’s Role 


MB1101155195 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 11 Jan 95 p 3 


[Report by Greta Steyn] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Reserve Bank would have 
to rethink its board of directors as part of an effort to 
create greater public understanding for the Bank’s role in 
the economy, said Governor Chris Stals. . 


Speaking at a workshop on central bank Independence 
and accountability yesterday, Stals indicated attention 
would have to be paid not only to the membership of the 
Bank’s board, but also to its role. He said he had found 
the discussions on the Bank’s board the most valuable at 
the workshop, which was initiated by the London School 
of Economics Centre for Research into Economics and 
Finance in SA [South Africa]. 


He said the Bank’s full board was not involved in major 
policy decisions. ““We have to ask ourselves what greater 
participation the board of directors can have in the 
policy process,” he said, noting that the Bank would 
draw on the practice of the Federal Reserve Open 
Market Committee, the Bundesbank and the central 
bank of Chile when reconsidering the board’s role. 


But broadening the board’s role would have to be exam- 
ined in the light of the need for quick decisions on 
monetary policy, without leaks to the financial markets. 
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London School of Economics research officer Maria 
Ramos, who took part in constitutional negotiations for 
the ANC on the Bank’s independence in 1993, called for 
better two-way communication between the Bank and 
the broader community. The Bank’s board needed to be 
restructured to this end. An effort should be made to 
communicate what the commitment to price stability, as 
contained in the reconstruction and development pro- 
gramme, meant for ordinary people. 


A former head of the Chilean central bank, Andres 
Bianchi, ascribed part of the success of the independent 
Chilean bank to the “surprisingly pluralistic” political 
composition of its buard. Political parties ranging from 
left to right of centre had been accommodated. The 
opposition in December 1989 to the Chilean bank's 
autonomy had largely disappeared as a result of its 
success in bringing down inflation. 


Goldman Sachs head of international advisers and 
former US central banker, Gerald Corrigan, said the 
highest possible degree of transparency was necessary in 
all actions of the central bank. He emphasised policy 
co-ordination between goverrment and the Reserve 
Bank, but said tensions and conflicts would be inevi- 
table. He also warned that the Bank could not “out 
muscle”’ bad fiscal or structural policies. 


London School of Economics associate director Charles 
Goodhart said SA was at the forefront of the movement 
towards establishing autonomous central banks, which 
included New Zealand and Chile. 


Increased Capital Expenditure Suggests Growth 


MB0801181995 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
(BUSINESS TIMES Supplement) in English 08 Jan 95 


pl 
{Report by Sven Lunsche] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A surge in capital expendi- 
ture—estimated at over R107-billion [rands]—looks set 
to underpin economic growth strongly for the next five 
years. Economists are predicting that investment levels, 
as measured by gross domestic fixed investment [GDFI]} 
could increase by well over 10 percent this year and in 
1996. 


A recent study by the Industrial Development Corpora- 
tion [DC] estimates that total investment spending over 
the next 10 years will amount to at least R107.4 billion. 
This figure does not include social infrastructure projects 
to be funded via the reconstruction and development 
programme, such as the various low-income housing 
initiatives and other development schemes. The low-cost 
housing programme aione could add a further R45- 
billion to GDFI, if the government builds its proposed 
1.2-million houses over the next five years at an average 
cost of R40,000 a home. 
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The IDC estimates draw heavily on two previous studies 
by Mike Brown, economist at stockbrokers Frankel 
Pollak Vinderine and the Nedbank Economic Unit, 
which identified capital projects by listed companies and 
the main state and semi-state enterprises. The IDC’s 
economics department has updated the list with current 
and proposed IDC projects. 


Almost R67-billion of the capital projects are under way 
or will start soon with the bulk of this spending to come 
this year and next. A further R40-billion has been 
publicly announced but the final go-aheads are still 
subject to feasibility studies. 


The private sector is leading the investment boom with 
projects worth more than R50 billion. Public corpora- 
tions such as the IDC are also heavy spenders, more than 
making up for a virtual standstill in fixed investment by 
general government. 


GDFI as a percentage of gross domestic product dropped 
to below 15 percent in 1993 from an average 26 percent 
between 1945 and 1985. The scaling down of state fixed 
investment was the major reason for this decline. How- 
ever, 1994 is expected to see the first visible recovery in 
GDFI since 1988 with most economists expecting 
growth of over 5 percent. Economists agree that for the 
next two years GDFI growth should exceed 10 percent 
yearly. 


Nedcor economist Liz Farquharson attributes the upturn 
in capital investment spending to a return of political 
confidence following the April election. In the bank’s 
latest Guide to the Economy she writes that since March 
1994, when the last schedule of capex [capital expendi- 
ture] projects was published, the number of projects has 
increased by 40 percent. At the end of October last year 
492 projects were listed with a total value of R107- 
billion, which compares with 352 projects in March. Of 
the total, 355 were under way in October and 250 of 
these should continue into 1995 and beyond. Mrs Far- 
quharson says that of the active projects, 48 have a total 
value in excess of R500 million and 27 in excess of 
RI-billion. 


“The schedule suggests that a significant upturn will 
occur in capital spending in 1995 and beyond. While 
public sector involvement is still dominant in most of 
the larger projects, the latest schedule shows that many 
more private sector projects have been announced than 
in the previous year,” she says. 


For 1995 she expects the surge in capital spending to lift 
GDFI by 11.5 percent. “Although this will bring invest- 
ment back to 1990 levels, there is a real prospect of the 
rise in capital formation being sustained in the second 
half of the decade.” 
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Angola 


Savimbi Calls Lusaka Accord ’Violation of 
International Law’ 


BR1101153195 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 10 Jan 95 p 32 


[FBIS Translated Text] “The Lusaka protocol is worse 
than the Bicesse agreements,” said UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] Leader 
Jonas Savimbi in an interview which Lisbon RTP Inter- 
nacional Televisioi will broadcast tomorrow night [11 
January] on TV2. S:avimbi, in statements made to jour- 
nalist Jose Manuel Barata Feyo in late 1994 in the villa 
of Bailundo in Huambo, again criticized the Portuguese 
Governie nt and Portuguese foreign policy, saying that 
“Cavaco Silva and Durao Barroso know nothing about 
Angola, except for what the MPLA [Popluar Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola] tells them.” The United 
Nations did not escape the UNITA leader’s recrimina- 
tions either. Savimbi felt that “the Lusaka agreements 
represent a violation of international law by the United 
Nations.” 


Savimbi, accompanied by the main UNITA leadership 
(Eugenio Manuvakola, Paulo Gato, Abel Chivukuvuku, 
Jaku Jamba, Jorge Valentim, and Generals Ben-Ben and 
Bock) acknowledged that there were “trends” within his 
movement, but denied the existence of “factions.” 


[The Portuguese press agency] LUSA announced in a 
press release from Luanda, citing an MPLA source, that 
Eduardo dos Santos and Jonas Savimbi are to mcet next 
Friday in Gbadolite, Zaire. The meeting, still to be 
confirmed, will take place three days after the meeting of 
the ‘chiefs of staff of the Angolan Armed Forces. Joao de 
Matos, and of UNITA, Ben-Ben, tomorrow in Chipipa 
(Huambo), to discuss the matter of demobilizing the two 
armies. 


Eduardo dos Santos and S» vimbi reached an agreement 
in principle on the need for such a meeting several weeks 
ago, but they did not set a place cr date. The UNITA 
leader refuses to go to Luanda for security reasons. He 
wants the meeting to be held in another country, a 
scenario rejected by Eduardo dos Santos, who feels that 
a meeting between Angolans should be held in Angola. 


Catumbela Air Base Fire Brought Under Control 


MB1101180995 London BBC World Service in English 
1740 GMT I1 Jan 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Angolan military officials say a 
large fire at the country’s main air base near the coastal 
city of Benguela has been brought under control. The fire 
at the Catumbela base, where most of Angola’s fighter- 
bombe:s are located, began at midnight and was accom- 
panied by a series of violent explosions. But a military 
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spokesman said there has been no damage to aircraft. He 
said the cause of the fire had not been established, but it 
was probably an accident. 


Mozambique 


Renamo’s Aloni Advocates Traditional Democracy 


MB1001124395 Maputo DOMINGO in Portuguese 
18 Dec 95 p 16, 17 


[Report on interview with Dr. David Aloni, head of the 
Renamo electoral circle for Zamlezia Province, by cor- 
respondent Pedro Lambo in Quelimane; date not given] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Dr. David Aloni was head of 
the Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] elec- 
toral circle for Zambezia Province. He is a Mozambican 
intellectual, with a doctorate in philosophy and sociology 
from Europe, as well as a degree in international rela- 
tions. 


He is also director of the National Exports Company, 
Enacomo, in the city of Quelimane, the capital of Zam- 
bezia Province. In an interview with DOMINGO in that 
city recently, we learned that Dr. Aloni is a real sup- 
porter of “traditional African democracy.” 


According to Aloni, “traditional African democracy” is 
more acceptable on our continent. He supports the 
reemergence of traditional chiefs or kings in Mozam- 
bique. 


He noted that an attempt to introduce a Western-type 
democracy risks failure. He said that such attempts have 
often led to state coups, thus leading to political insta- 
bility. 


Dr. Aloni also noted that it is not easy for that kind of 
democracy to take root in Africa unless you take historic 
and cultural values into account. [passage omitted] 


[Lambo] How do you see democracy within the African 
context? 


[Aloni] I would say it is not new. We are the ones who 
think so. Democracy in Africa exists as part of African 
historic tradition. Quite clearly, African democracy dif- 
fers from Western democracy. It is a typically African 
democracy. There is no opposition in traditional African 
democracy. What you have is what we might call the 
council of the elders, where senior, more able, and better 
qualified citizens participate in deciding the affairs of a 
country or a region. 


Even though such systems have been monarchies, there 
have been experiences, even here in Mozambique, that 
have shown there was democracy and that the system 
was African democracy. The democracies we are creating 
in Africa today are another matter altogether. I think 
that, to some extent, we are making a mistake. We are 
copying a Western-type democracy. What we are doing 
at the moment, and what we did during the electoral 
campaign, was to copy that type of democracy. There is 
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no concern about using the values of traditional African 
democracy. It is for this very reason that African democ- 
racies will always tend to fail if we confuse true tradi- 
tional African democracy with Western democracy. It is 
a very gre>! danger. 


In addition, it will be no easy thing tor a Western-type 
democracy to take root in Africa if cultural and historic 
values are not taken into account. It should come as no 
surprise if a supposedly democratic government comes 
to power in an African country only to fall in a coup 
d’etat shortly afterward. 


People have beer unable to make these two types of 
democracy compatible. Western democracy has its own 
rules, and ii poses its own demands. Traditional African 
democracy also has its own modes of operation. What is 
the secret? To me. the secret is to establish a symbiosis 
between African tradition and history, and everything 
they entail, and the values we can use from parts of the 
Western world. 


This is the democratic concept I view as most acceptable 
to Africa. There is the tendency to see multipartyism as 
being synonymous with democracy. In my personal 
view, multipartyism means confusion at best. 


Let me give you an example: If memory does not fail me, 
we have 18 political parties in this country. Does that 
necessarily turn us into democrats? 


The principle of a vital force is part of our African 
philosophy. A vital force is the force that brings together 
the other forces. By creating so many parties, we are 
diluting the principle of a vital force. We should not have 
more than three parties because, any more than that 
would—pardon my expression—make us part of a farce. 
In our case, there are many parties, but how many carry 
any representativeness at all? In the end, only two parties 
can really claim that distinction: the Mozambique Lib- 
eration Front [Frelimo] Renamo. The others are just 
accomplices, if you will. They appeared on the political 
scene, and they presented candidates in the legislative 
and presidential elections. 


What has happened is that the vote, the vital force, has 
been diluted, and it would have been more unified if 
there had not been so many parties. 


You have other examples across the world. In the United 
States, for instance, you have the Republican and Dem- 
ocratic Parties. How many rise to power? It is either the 
Republican Party or the Democratic Party. That is all. 


In England, it is either the Labor Party or the Conserva- 
tive Party. To me, that is abundant proof that the 
presence of many parties does not necessarily mean you 
are a democracy. 


[Lambo] Does the traditional African democracy model 
you support have anything to do with the fact that 
Renamo has called for the reemergence of traditional 
chiefs in the country? 
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{Aloni] That is it precisely. When Renamo voices sup- 
port for the traditional chief system, it is expressing 
support fox the very structure of black African traditions. 
We might label them traditional chiefs, but that name is 
rather derogatory. | would prefer to call them kings, 
because it is the king whe has power. 


You are aware of what happened when this was the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique. Every traditional 
structure was done away with. Traditional structures 
were trampled underfoot, the better to subjugate the 
people. From my point of view, that was one of the 
principal errors at the time. 


The king was thrown out, and the secretary for the 
politically active group was brought in. If the Frelimo 
government had used the kings and their experience, I 
assure you it would not have experienced the problems it 
eventually came up against. The kings would have 
worked well in their traditional structures. The kings had 


power over the people. [passage omitted] 


{Lambo] When everything was ready for the elections to 
get under way, Renamo came forward at the last minute 
and threatened to pull out. What was the impact of such 
behavior on the Mozambican and international commu- 
nities? 


[Aloni] Well, there is no doubt that it had a major 
impact. However, we must go back in time and analyze 
what happened then to try to understand why the 
Renamo leadership took that step. 


Throughout the process, we followed maneuvers and 
attempts at fraud. Knowing that things like that were 
being prepared, it would have been most naive on 
Renamo’s part not to be prepared. The Renamo leader- 
ship conveyed that concern to the right institution, the 
National Elections Commission [CNE], but the NE 
simply did not care. [passage omitted] 


[Lambo] The legislative and presideniia! elections have 
resulted in a new government. What is your opinion of 
the policy of the country’s first multiparty government? 


{[Aloni] First, I think the new government’s policy should 
be inclusive. Ths means that it must regard all provinces 
as being equal. Thus, it must make use of all the 
resources in each province for the economic develop- 
ment of that particular region. 


I am talking about a federal system. To use such language 
might suggest to some that I support that system. Be that 
as it may, supporters of federalism are also quite right to 
some extent. Excessive centralization only stymies the 
process of economic development in each province. 
Steps must be taken to decentralize power. 


Autonomy must be given to the provinces. There have 
been some ridiculous instances in which the central 
government had to be consulted over some insignificant 
matter. Time was wasted. As everyone knows, we are 
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also very bureaucratic. There is so much red tape that it 
bogs down the whole process of development. 


For example, a citizen wants to go ahead with a project. 
The process begirs here in Quelimane, but no one has 
any idea when it will reach Maputo. In Maputo no one 
knows how long it will take, if you are lucky enough to 
get an answer at all. Many projects are simply ignored. 
Such things should be decided at the local level, though, 
of course, there are some major projects that demand 
central government intervention. 


The new government shouid also follow the policy of 
respecting traditional values. If that happens, I think the 
government's tasks will be much easier. The kings have 
an important role to play in society. 


In short, the new government rust be coherent with the 
promises it made during the electoral campaign. All of 
the parties promised good things. If all of these promises 
were only meant to mislead the people, it will have been 
quite regrettable. [passage omitted] 


I hope there will be respect for the people who we have 
encouraged to vote for us. Their concerns must be 
heeded, and efforts must be made to settle them. If that 
is not done, we will return to the errors of the past. 
[passage omitted] 


I would also like the new Assembly of the Republic to be 
a real parliament and noi the puppet show we have had 
for > last 19 years. A deputy is a representative of the 
peo, He is supposed to convey the people’s concerns 
ary '« “ve voice of reason. There can be no such tiing as 
una®'f,ous approval of laws. That is impossible. Where 
there are two heads, there are always differences. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Arms, Drugs Seized on Swaziland, RSA Borders 


MB1101172295 Maputo DOMINGO in Portuguese 
18 Dec 95 p 3 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Between January and October 
1994, Mozambique police seized about 50 firearms 
including bazooka rockets, submachine guns, pistols, 
and AK and AKM rifles, besides «juantities of assorted 
ammunition and other war equipment. This was within 
the framework of trilateral cooperation between Mozam- 
bique, Swaziland, and South Africa. This was reported 
by Jose Namburete. director of Maputo Province’s 
Criminal Investigation Police and Trilateral Committee 
Secretariat member. 


A number of police uperations were successful thanks to 
continuing cooperation between the three countries’ 
security forces. 


The committee met three times in 1994 and held several 
seminars to exchange views. [passage omitted] 


Speaking about police activities between January and 
October, a source began by commenting on the results of 
operations on the border with South Africa. 
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Namburete says that in that period South Africa 
reported six cases of cattle theft into Mozambique in 
which 238 head of cattle were stolen. 


Of that number, Mozambican authorities recovered 172 
head of cattle, which were immediately returned to 
South Africa. A total of 20 people were detained in 
connection with these thefts. [passage omitted] 


Our source revealed that South Africa repurted to 
Mozambican authorities the theft of 10 vehicles that 
were brought into Mozambique in 1994. Jose Nambu- 
rete says the 10 vehicles were discovered in different 
parts of Maputo Province and returned to South Africa. 


[passage omitted] 


Also within the framework of opera ions on the Mozam- 
bique-South Africa border, police seized drugs and an 
assortment of war materiel. Regarding drugs, more than 
2,900 kg of Mandrax tablets were seized. A South 
African national also was detained for possessing | kg of 
mercury on the Mozambican border. [passage omitted] 


Concerning war materiel, our source said that in 1994 
police seized 2,475 assorted rounds of ammunition, 49 
bazooka rockets, three bazookas, 30 AKM weapons, a 
pistol, four boxes containing assorted ammunition, 20 
empty AKM and AK 47 clips, and 60 explosive devices. 
[passage omitted] 


South African authorities also reported seven rhinos and 
16 elephants “immigrated” illegally into Mozambique in 
1994. [passage omitted] 


After follow-up operations by the South African Police, 
some of the animals were recovered. 


Police also achieved positive results in activities along 
the Mozambique-Swaziland border, seizing 2,560 Man- 
drax tablets. In the same period, Swazi authorities 
reported to Mozambican police the theft of 15 vehicles 
believed to have entered Mozambique. Of these, 
Mozambique police recovered jive. [passage omitted] 


Mozambican authorities recovered 31 head of cattle 
stolen in Swaziland, returning them to the owners. 


[passage omitted] 


Swaziland 


Prime Minister Defends Tinkhundla Government 


MB3112203294 Mbabane THE SWAZI NEWS in 
English 31 Dec 94 p 2 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Prime Minister [PM], 
Prince Mbilini has accused “prophets of doom” of 
spreading lies about Swaziland. As part of his New Year 
message to the nation Prince Mbilini said the prophets of 
doom have already told the world that Swaziland is 
dragging her feet towards democracy. “Nothing could be 
further from the truth,” he said. 
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This was in apparent reference to the self-legalized 
political parties who are calling for the unbanning of 
political parties in the country. The political parties are 
not happy with the Tinkhundla [traditional community 
councils] system of Government which was revised last 
year. 


Prince Mbilini, dressed in traditional attire with a red 
feather (ligwalagwala) on his head, said these prophets of 
doom do not even know the history of Swaziland. 


He said there is a misconception that in a non-party state 
there cannot be democracy. The PM said existence of 
political parties is no guarantee for true democrary. 
“There are principles of democracy which have been 
universally accepted and political parties which are mere 
mechanisms, are r™“ one of those principles. The 
Tinkhundla Review Commission recommended, inter 
alia, that “the opinion of the Swazi nation on political 
parties should be tested in the future’, and this recom- 
mendation was also accepted by His Majesty,” he said. 


Prince Mbilini also called for unity within the Swazi 
nation. “‘As we brace ourselves for 1995, let us bear in 
mind that it is unity that wii! make the difference. We 
shall need unity in our families, in our communities, in 
our enterprises and work places.” 


Editorial Urges Transparency in Government 


MBO0901100795 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER in 
Eng.ish 9 Jan 95 p 6 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The more things change the 
more they remain the same...so it seems. 


When this government came into office we were prom- 
ised transparency, accountability and good governance. 
Evidently these were the buzzwords in new democracies 
all over the globe. 


But has the government kept to its promises? Hardly so. 


Just before Christmas we pub!:ched an exclusive report 
sourced from a “confidential document” being minutes 
of the National Development Strategy Steering Com- 
mittee (NDSSC)—-a multisector body whose role, we 
surmised, is that of an economic think-tank. Until the 
publication of that article, the NDSSC remained a secret 
body, out of the public's scrutiny. 


Only last week, we published another exclusive report 
sourced from another “confidential document”—being 
minutes of the Entry Permit Committee under the Immi- 
gration Department, in the Ministry of Home Affairs. 
This committee was also little-known. And it is still not 
clear how it operates. 


The reactions triggered by the two reports were, believe 
it or not, identical. Where did you get the minutes? 


In the latter report, the Chief Immigration Officer would 
not answer questions on the operations of the Entry 
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Permit Committee which he chairs, unless we tell him 
how and where we got the minutes. 


The reactions to both reporis would suggest that 
everyone else but those serving in these committees was 
not privy to the information. Where is the transparency, 
accountability and good governance we were promised 
then? 


While we are the first to acknowledge that governments 
do have secrets the above cases hardly qualify to be 
classified information. 


The public has a right to such information and in fact it 
is in government's favour to make such information 
available. Only then can the nation know that their tax 
money is being put to good use. And they must be left to 
be the judges of that. 


In fact some of the information that is classified could 
most probably ‘\~!- ingratiate government with the 


people. 


The cultu’. ©’ secr: iveness has no place in this time and 
age. It is i “ov coment opened itself to scrutiny and 
only then cai... __ , ie make constructive contributions on 
how to cary out that heavy task of governing. 


Zimbabwe 


Government Cuis Monthly Drought Food Rations 


MB0801205395 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 1800 
GMT 6 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The government has cut the 
monthly drought food rations from 5 kilograms to 3.6 
kilograms, following a rise in the number of Zimba- 
bweans requiring food aid. 


The acting director of the Department of So: ial Welfare, 
Mr. (Samuel Miribidi), told ZIANA [Zimbabwe Inter- 
African News Agency] that over 3,000 people have 
applied for drought relief this month, in addition to 
about 2,000 others who had been registered by the end of 
last month. 


Mr. (Miribidi) said despite the vast number of people on 
drought relief, Treasury has not increased the monthly 
allocation of $10 million given to his department to buy 
food. 


Minister Says Taxpayers To Pay Drought Levy 


MB1101103095 Harare Zimbabwe Naticyal 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 0500 
GMT I1 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The acting senior minister of 
finance, Comrade Emmerson Munangagwa, has 
announced that all taxpayers will soon be asked to pay 2 
levy for a period of one year to raise money for a fund to 
guard against a potential drought this season and in 
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future. In a statement released in Harare yesterday, 
Comrade Munangagwa said given the huge demands on 
government it has become necessary that a fund be 
created to finance the management of strategic reserves, 
as well as form a contingency for future food imports in 
cases of drought. The minister did not say how much the 
levy will be, but hinted that it will not be less than the 
1992-93 drought levy of five percent of one’s monthly 
salary. He said government will announce more infor- 
mation about the proposed levy when parliament con- 
venes next week, and will also advise on further 
measures to raise revenue. 


Comrade Munangagwa also announced that the govern- 
ment has decided to take over the debts of the Grain 
Marketing Board, the Cold Storage Commission, and the 
Cotton Company of Zimbabwe. He said the government 
took the decision after noting that agricultural parast- 
atals have accumulated huge debts, adding that the debts 
were accumulated over a long period because of govern- 
ment’s inability to provide for the losses made by the 
former state enterprises. The minister said the decision 
to take over the debts is based on the condition that the 
three parastatals will not incur any losses in future, and 
if they do the government will not bail them out. 


Proposed Levy Draws Criticism 


MB1101190995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1854 
GMT I1 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Gweru Jan 11 SAPA— 
Widespread criticism was voiced on Wednesday of the 
Zimbabwean Government’s proposed five per cent 
drought levy, the ZIANA [Zimbabwe Inter-African 
News Agency] news agency reported. Criticism came 
from the Consumer Council of Zimbabwe, the Zim- 
babwe Congress of Trade Unions [ZCTU] and the oppo- 
sition Democratic Party [DP]. The government said on 
Tuesday it was introducing a five per cent levy in April 
to finance costs of drought relief and the maintenance of 
strategic food stocks. 


Consumer Council Midlands Regional Co-ordinator 
Betty Nerwande said the government should find an 
alternative source of money because consumers were 
already over-burdened. 


ZCTU Regional Chairman Bethel Makwembere said 
while it was appreciated that people were starving, a levy 
of this size was not justified and it should have been 
pegged at half the proposed rate. 


DP President Davison Gomo said Zimbabweans were 
being asked to shoulder the inefficiency of government 
and its associated parastatals. 
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Issuing of Mortgages Increases in 1994 


MB0701202895 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 1800 
GMT 6 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] ZIANA [Zimbabwe Inter- 
African News Agency] reports that Zimbabwe’s building 
societies loaned out about $461 million in mortgages to 
more than 4,900 clients during the first 11 months of last 
1994. The chairman of the Association of Building 
Societies of Zimbabwe, Mr. Greyville Bemster, told the 
news agency that this was a significant improvement 
over the previous year. 


He said in 1994 there was more money coming into the 
association in terms of deposits, putting the building 
societies in a stronger position to lend to their clients. He 
said previously the building societies lost substantial 
sums of money to the short term money market and 
other financial institutions where rates were higher. 


*Development Skills’ Sought in Missionaries 


MB1101155395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1509 
GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Harare Jan 11 SAPA—The 
Zimbabwean Government on Wednesday expressed 
concern about a growing number of religious sects and 
churches with questionable doctrines, the ZIANA [Zim- 
babwe Inter-African News Agency] news agency 
reported. 


Home Affairs Minister Dumiso Dabengwa told mem- 
bers of the Zimbabwe Council of Churches [ZCC] there 
had been a proliferation of churches not established in 
terms of social welfare regulations. Although the govern- 
ment could not screen churches at their formation, it 
would soon recognise only churches sanctioned by the 
ZCC. Outlining the government’s stance on recruitment 
of expatriate missionaries and the role of church workers 
in the country, Mr Dabengwa said missionaries arriving 
to do pastoral work in Zimbabwe should be an asset and 
contribute to the development of the nation, and not be 
controversial. 


While the government recognised the role some churches 
had played in improving the socio-economic status of 
citizens, the role of some left much to be desired. In 
screening missionaries who came to Zimbabwe, the 
government looked at what development skills they 
could impart, apart from their pastoral skills. 


He denied his ministry had been refusing permits to 
deserving missionaries and said the government had no 
intention of barring qualified ecclesiastics from working 
in Zimbabwe. He urged the public and the churches to 
openly air their views on the recently formed Zimbabwe 
Gay and Lesbian Association in the spirit of upholding 
society’s moral standards. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


12 WEST AFRICA 


Ghana 


Rawlings, Nigeria’s Kingibe Discuss Liberia 


AB1101150595 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1300 GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Rawlings has held 
discussions with the Nigerian foreign minister, Babagana 
Kingibe, at the Castle Osu. Teye Kitcher has the details: 


[Kitcher] The Nigerian foreign minister, Babagana Kin- 
gibe, led a three-man delegation for consultations with 
President Rawlings on peace efforts for Liberia. The 
foreign minister told newsmen that the initiative taken 
by President Rawlings has carried the peace process far. 
It is the wish of the Nigerian Government, therefore, 
that every encouragement is given to the Ghanaian 
leader’s peace moves. 


On Nigeria’s withdrawal of some of her troops partici- 
pating in ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] opera- 
tions, Babagana Kingibe noted that there has been a 
great deal of misunderstanding about that decision. He 
said the Nigerian Government is so determined to do its 
best for the Liberian peace process. Babagana Kingibe 
said the Akosombo Accord offers a golden opportunity 
for Liberia’s factional leaders and they should take 
advantage of it to bring peace to their war-ravaged 
country. In his view, this is very crucial because the 
Liberian conflict has held up other important issues that 
should be pursued by ECOWAS [Economic Community 
of West African States] such as regional economic inte- 
gration. Ghana’s foreign affairs minister, Mr. Obed 
Asamoah, was present at the meeting. 


Liberia 


Talks Deadlocked; NPFL Holds News Conference 


AB1201008595 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 0600 GMT 12 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Liberian faction leaders are still 
not able to resume their peace talks in Accra for the 
nomination of their representatives to the Council of 
State. The sticky point holding down the talks is the 
objection by the Coalition to the procedure for electing a 
member who represents the AFL [Armed Forces of 
Liberia] and the Coalition on the five-member Council 
of State. To resolve the impasse, the facilitators for the 
peace talks have been holding discussions with delega- 
tions representing the AFL and the Coalition. Our cor- 
respondent says the discussions may go on throughout 
the night. Chief Tamba Taylor, a traditional ruler who 
has been nominated to the Council of State, has held 
meetings with the AFL and Coalition delegations. He 
described the meetings as useful. Chief Tamba declined 
to give further details. 


At a news conference last night, the NPFL [National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia] reaffirmed its commitment to 
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the peace process. The spokesman for the front said the 
NPFL saw the Akosombo Accord as the last chapter of 
the process and stressed that everything possible must be 
done to ensure its success. The spokesman said the 
current chairman of ECOWAS [Economic Community 
of West African States], President Rawlings, has been a 
driving force behind the peace process and that 
Liberians would like to make the best use of him to 
restore peace to their country. He said the peace process 
is being deliberately undermined by external interfer- 
ence and machinations. According to the NPFL, such 
external influences have fueled the intransigence of a few 
self-centered Liberians who are dragging the peace pro- 
cess back. The spokesman said it is surprising that any of 
the factions should elect to ignore the guidelines set for 
election to the Council of State. 


[Begin unidentified spokesman recording] When the 
rules were set, you knew that there was an AFL Coali- 
tion. You knew that an electoral college had been set up 
for the voting. You knew that they had to return to Accra 
to vote. You also know very well that the chairman of 
ECOWAS set up the guidelines. You also know that 
based on those guidelines and the acceptance of the 
principle of the elections twice the so-called coalition 
tried to hold these elections in Monrovia. And we feel 
that this delay is in fact caused by the fact.... [pauses] for 
some reason the facilitators with their patience, have had 
too much patience. They should have insisted that this 
small team (?which) has been enlarged [words indistinct] 
known, they should have set a date [words indistinct] to 
refuse to do so. We don’t want to get wise and we think 
that it is a delay and an encouragement of the intransi- 
gence of these peopie. [end recording] 


The leader of the NPFL, Mr. Charles Taylor, was present 
at the news conference. In answer to a question as to 
what will happen if the peace process fails, Mr. Charles 
Taylor said he would never give cause to the chairman of 
ECOWAS to declare that the talks have broken down. He 
would rather ask that the talks be continued right inside 
Liberia where he is sure those deliberately causing the 
stalemate in Accra, would not dare to do the same thing 
before the suffering people of Liberia. 


NPFL, AFL Say Nigeria Undermining Peace 


AB1201104695 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 12 Jan 95 


[From the “Network Africa” program ‘iosted by Ofeibea 
Quist-Arcton] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Yet another key deadline has 
passed the Liberians by. The new Council of State has 
yet to materialize and the wrangling continues in Ghana. 
Liberians still await their collective presidency because 
the factions meeting in Accra are still to agree on the fifth 
and final member of the transitional council. Talks 
should end on schedule the third day this morning. Now, 
the disagreement is between the Armed Forces of 
Liberia, the AFL, and its alliance partners known as the 
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Coalition Forces. They can't decide who will be their 
representative. Network reportc: ‘en Ephson is moni- 
toring the talks in Accra: 


[Begin Ephson recording] Today was supposed to have 
been the third day of the inauguration of the five-man 
Council of State to rule Liberia. Instead, the council is 
yet to be born, still in labor pain. The AFL and the 
Coalition spent yesterday meeting. They met with the 
special adviser to President Rawlings on security affairs, 
Captain Retired Kojo Tsikata; Nigeria’s minister of 
foreign affairs, Ambassador Babagana Kingibe; and 
Ghana's deputy foreign minister, Dr. Mohamed ibn 
Chambas. Then the bombshell. Mr. Charles Taylor of the 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia, NPFL, called a press 
conference last night and accused the Nigerian Govern- 
ment of undermining the Liberian peace process. He 
alleged that the Nigerian foreign minister, who was in 
Accra for the inauguration of the unborn Council of 
State, had met with some members of the Coalition 
Forces and directed them to insist that the AFL’s com- 
mander in chief, General Hezekiah Bowen, be removed 
from the Council of State. 


In an interview with me last night, Ambassador Baba- 
gana Kingibe denied that Nigeria had been undermining 
the peace process. He advised the parties to find ways of 
solving the crisis not finding external scapegoats. 


On how the Ghanaian facilitators are faring, Dr. 
Chambas said, and I quote, consultations are continuing 
and that by this morning we will have a breakthrough. 
Perhaps by the end of today, Liberians would have an 
idea whether their civil war would degenerate into 
another type of Rwanda or be the beginning of the long 
sought after peace. [end recording] 


Now, as you heard Ben say, Gen. Hezekiah Bowen, the 
commander of the Armed Forces of Liberia, is also the 
AFL’s candidate for the Council of State but he is being 
challenged by their Coalition partners. On the line from 
Accra, Gen. Bowen’s press secretary, Arthur B. Dennis, 
told us why the general was not prepared to step down to 
break the deadlock: 


[Begin recording] [Dennis] We are saying: Look, we have 
over 10,000 forces on the ground and now we don’t feel 
that we should be marginalized, you know, to accommo- 
date paper organization. So people are trying to play 
game with our own, you know, entitlements on the 
power sharing arrangement because we are involved in 
what we call a battle system of negotiation: You give us 
power and at the end of the day we give you guns; and 
these people who are seeking for power now do not have 
force to give guns at the end of the day. So if you 
marginalize us we will have over 10,000 forces to give 
you guns. Then you will find problems in disarmament. 


{Quist-Arcton]} Mr. Dennis. 
[Denis] Yes? 
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{Quist-Arcton] Is this problem reso!vable? I mean you 
have been talking, renegotiating, negotiating dialogue. 
You've come and stuck on this last member of the 
council. Is it possible to resolve this? 


[Denis] Well, it is possible to resolve it and, let me make 
one thing clear. We have found out that this arrangement 
was put in place by Nigeria. We want to be frank. We 
met them. We had a discussion in one of the forums and 
we told the Nigerian representatives that they know they 
agree. We have evidence to prove that and that they have 
created the problem. Even the NPFL has issued a press 
release on them. So this particular formula is intended to 
marginalize the AFL. 


[Quist-Arcton] Are you accusing the Nigerians of pres- 
suring the Coalition into refusing Gen. Bowen as the 
candidate of your allied groups? 


[Denis] Yeah, we told them already and we say that it is 
a diplomatic conspiracy being sponsored by Nigeria and 
cosponsored by the former interim government. We told 
them that unless Nigeria stops interfering in the whole 
elect'on process or perhaps the whole peace arrange- 
ment. [sentence as heard] They were in Liberia to keep 
peace but not to interfere in the political matters of the 
country. [end recording] 


Mali 


National Assembly Speaker on Tuareg Problem 


AB2912222994 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in 
French 29 Dec 94 p 23 


[Second and last installment of interview with National 
Assembly Speaker Ali Diallo by FRATERNITE MATIN 
correspondent Diabate A. Sidick in Bamako; date not 
given—first paragraph is FRATERNITE MATIN intro- 
duction] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Sidick] One has the impression, 
Mr. Speaker, that the Malian Government’s current 
stance was triggered by a reaction from Western coun- 
tries in favor of the Tuareg rebels. When one speaks to 
the man on the street in Bamako, one realizes that there 
is a strong dislike of the Tuaregs. Is the Malian Govern- 
ment trying to salvage a situation that seems to have 
gotter out of hand? 


[Diallo] People are always kept in high esteem by those 
who are outside the country. As the saying goes, it is 
impossible to be inside the house and on the street at the 
same time. In my view, the most fundamental issue in 
politics is sincerity. That is why I think the men and 
women who are governing Mali today are not just 
politicking merely to salvage the situation. The country’s 
leaders have a firm belief that what is happening in 
northern Mali today is simply part of the process of 
completing the building of the Malian nation. As we 
have always said, no nation is built without going 
through things other nations have experienced—toil, 
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tears, and bloodshed. That is why we are saying that 
what we are experiencing now is not a Tuareg problem, 
but a tragedy linked to the fact that, at a certain point in 
our history there was a kind of government, a kind of 
management, that Malians as a whole rejected in dif- 
ferent ways—culturally, politically, and through the 
Army—but we are in the process of checking that. 


[Sidick] At the moment Malians are very concerned and 
have strong opinions concerning the Tuareg problem. 


[Diallo] Indeed, when we ask people for their views, we 
realize there is much feeling against any division of our 
territory. There has been a groundswell regarding our 
attitude toward the outside world. We do not want a 
humanitarian corridor here. There has been a ground- 
swell of public opinion asserting that we will not allow 
anyone to interfere in a purely Malian problem, other 
than through suggestions, advice, or through the partic- 
ipation of African democrats—because we are in favor of 
integration and are internationalists. Any suggestions 
which dictate the kind of behavior we should adopt are 
unacceptable. 


[Sidick] But Mr. Speaker, we were surprised to see that, 
in sp‘te of the official stance, a Malian Army captain is 
training armed self-defense groups whose mission is to 
crush the Tuaregs.... 


[Diallo] I hope for this captain’s sake that he does not 
engage Songhais, Peuls, and all those who support them 
in crushing the Tuaregs. [laughs] I hope he is making the 
necessary effort to remain faithful to the manifesto 
which he published, which solemnly states that he will 
rise up only to fight against insecurity and to protect all 
the populations in northern Mali, blacks and whites 
alike. 


[Sidick] The important point here is that he is still an 
officer in the Malian Armed Forces. 


[Diallo] I am coming to that. Officials firmly believe— 
and I include myself in this group—that, no matter how 
legitimate people’s concerns are when they form self- 
defense groups, the fact still remains that this causes very 
serious problems. This is why, as the country’s leaders, 
we have always said that self-defense groups are not the 
answer, and worse yet, they could lead to civil war. That 
is why we are urging both rebels and Gandakoi, the 
self-defense group, to lay down their arms. Furthermore, 
the Armed Forces have disarmed 70 Gandakoi elements, 
and have taken eight of them prisoner, as they were 
convinced that they had taken part in massacring Tuar- 
egs. Today we are in the process of disarming all the 
armed factions in northern Mali. We believe that the 
National Armed Forces should be the ones to ensure the 
security of citizens and the protection of the territory... 


[Sidick] One can, however, not deny the fact that Gan- 
dakoi, a self-defense group, was formed in reaction to the 
National Army’s inability to ensure the protection of the 
civilian population in the north against rebel groups. 
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[Diallo] You are at liberty to use any words you wish. I 
do not think it is a question of the Army’s inability at all. 
I think that when a National Army is reduced to fighting 
a section of the country’s children whom it should be 
defending there are always problems, particularly in a 
conflict situation where there is a difference in skin 
color. There was a lot of effort to try and distinguish the 
rebels among the Tamacheks, the Moors, and the Black 
Tuaregs, who are known as Bellahs. This concern to 
make that distinction while quelling the rebellion led 
some people to think that the Army was not ensuring the 
protection of citizens and their property as some people 
would have liked. Gandakoi is not the aiswer. I am 
convinced of that. 


[Sidick] Successive governments in Mali have had dif- 
ferent approaches to the Tuareg issue without being able 
to solve it. Could it not simply be due to the fact that 
there is too big a difference in development between the 
north and south? 


{Diallo} I do not think that the different governments 
have had different approaches to the problem. They all 
understood, just as we have, that it was better to find a 
political and not a military solution to the problem. 


Nigeria 


Justice Minister on Foreign Litigation 


AB1101101095 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 10 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The federal attorney general 
and minister of justice, Chief Michael Agbamuche, has 
described as mischievous those who claim his ministry 
connives with the Federal Government to contravene 
the rule of law. He said the Federal Government is fully 
committed to upholding the rule of law and will not 
encourage disobedience to court orders. The minister 
said this while briefing newsmen on the activities of his 
ministry last year. The minister also focussed on foreign 
litigations involving 4!9 [financial fraud] cases, the 
tribunals, the Nigerian Law Reform Commission, the 
Legal Aid Council, the National Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency, and the enactment of decrees which, he said, 
were designed to redress the economic imbalance in the 
country and threat to peace. 


Speaking on foreign litigation cases, Chief Agbamuche 
said his ministry would continue to ensure that the 
Federal Government does not bear the burden of fraud- 
ulent activities perpetrated by some Nigerians who use 
the names of parastatals or forge signatures of govern- 
ment officials to dupe those he called greedy foreigners. 


[Begin Agbamuche recording] (?They) don’t even talk 
about the greed of these Europeans, who pretend to be 
honest when they are not. Why should you want to 
become a millionaire from the person you don’t even 
know his character, you don’t know his background, you 
don’t even have experience of what he js in his country. 
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[sentence as heard] You invest your money on the 
representation by someone you don’t know. Why don’t 
you find out from the Nigerian Government, from the 
Nigerian commercial attache in the country where you 
are from, or officials of your own government, who have 
resided in Nigeria, who [words indistinct] before you 
invest your money? The government certainly is not 
involved. [end recording] 


Crime correspondent Mufta Oganiyu reports that about 
four 419 cases brought against the Federal Government 
are currently pending in American courts. 


Sierra Leone 


Ex-Commander Court Martialed for Collaboration 


AB1101202295 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] A court-martial in Sierra 
Leone has found a former commander of the 2d Bat- 
talion based in Makeni in the north of the country guilty 
on five counts of collaborating with rebels of the Foday 
Sankoh’s RUF [Revolutionary United Front]. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel (Chonor Diim) is the most senior officer 
to be court-martialed. He was accused of giving away 
secrets of the Sierra Leone Army relating to deployment, 
troop strength, and other vital pieces of information, and 
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a court has sentenced him to death by firing squad. Our 
Freetown correspondent, Victor Sylver, was in court. He 
telexed this report: 


The president of the court-martial announced that they 
had come to a unanimous decision on all five counts. Lt. 
Col. (Chonor), standing erect in full combat tunic but 
without a gun and ammunition, heard that he had been 
found guilty. He stood there erect, trying to understand 
what it all meant, and when he was asked if he had 
anything to say he begged the court to have mercy on 
him. He said that he had been devoted to the Army and 
country throughout 26 years of service. [passage 
omitted] 


On count three, the court-martial pronounced a seven- 
year prison sentence; on count five, a two-year prison 
sentence; and on counts one, two, and four, death by 
firing squad. It was then that the real truth hit family 
members as the former commander of the 2d Battalion 
was led out of the court for the last time and bundled 
into a waiting security van that whisked him off to the 
maximum security prison in Freetown. He never had the 
chance to say goodbye to all of them and as the van sped 
off wails and loud sobs could be heard all over the area 
around the court-martial room. 


Under the laws of Sierra Leone, the sentence of this 
court-martial will not be immediately carried out. It has 
to be confirmed by a committee of mercy headed by the 
vice president and, finally, by the head of state. 
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